
Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and  
Determination of Significance 

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess 
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

• Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.

• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where

there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that

no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

Agency Use Only  [IfApplicable] 
Project :

Date :

FEAF 2019

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91824.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91836.html


Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information 

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the 
 as lead agency that: 

  A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact 
statement need not be prepared.  Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued. 

 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or 
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency: 

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative 
declaration is issued.  A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.7(d)). 

 C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact 
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those 
impacts.  Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued. 

Name of Action: 

Name of Lead Agency: 

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: 

Title of Responsible Officer: 

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Date: 

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Date: 

For Further Information: 

Contact Person: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

E-mail:

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to: 

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of) 
Other involved agencies (if any) 
Applicant (if any) 
Environmental Notice Bulletin:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html  
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91841.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4490.html#18098

	Part 3 Additional Sheets as Needed: The proposed action is the development of a data center and digital asset mining facility, including the placement of at least 17 pods/shipping containers used to house computer equipment for the purposes of data mining. This action is considered to be high energy use (HEU), which requires a rezoning of the Site to a HEU overlay district, and would impact the Consistency with Community Plans and Community Character. The property is currently zoned industrial I2, which is eligible to be placed within a HEU overlay. The proponent is seeking the HEU overlay rezoning from City Council.Impact on Land, Surface Water and Groundwater will be minimal since the structures will be of slab-on-grade construction, predominantly made of shipping containers, and the ground is already flat. There will be a net decrease in impervious surfaces by 0.11 acres. Some existing utility lines will be utilized, but several more underground electrical lines will be installed to connect the pods. Impact on Human Health is not expected based on the continued industrial use of the property and the limited environmental records identified. In addition, the facility includes the use of shipping containers which are less prone to vapor intrusion, and the ground disturbance is limited.The Site is not visible from the main thoroughfare Buffalo Ave, located approximately 1,000' south of the Site, and is only partially visible from 56th St to the east. The property is recessed, is within vicinity of other industrial properties, and is not expected to affect the Aesthetic Resources of the area.The Site is not in proximity to eligible historic or archeological resources. It is within a special planning district for a NYS Heritage Area and the West Erie Canal Corridor; however, the Project proposes limited physical disturbance on a previously developed industrial site, and is not expected to affect the Historic or Archeological Resources. The proposed operation is designated a high energy use. An Energy Consumption and Impact Plan was completed, which indicated that the facility will use up to 50 megawatt hours (MWh) of electricity annually. The project is not expected to require a new or upgraded substation, is below the NYSDEC high energy threshold of 2,500 MWh, and is not expected to significantly impact energy. The proposed operation will generate noise, given its 24/7 operation of numerous computers, cooling and other mechanical systems. A noise study was completed, which concluded that the facility will not generate a perceptible increase in noise impacts at the closest residentially zoned area in proximity to the facility. On-site workers are expected to utilize noise mitigation personal protective equipment, as needed and directed by NYS health and safety regulations. As such, the project is not expected to significantly impact noise.Based upon the information within this environmental assessment and an evaluation of the criteria for determining significance in 6NYCRR Part 617.7, implementation of the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse impacts to the environment. Accordingly, the proposed project meets the criteria for the issuance of a Negative Declaration.
	Upon Review of the information recorded on this EAF: Noise Study prepared by GHD Limited, dated October 31, 2022.Energy Consumption and Impact report, prepared by Foit Albert Associates, received November 2, 2022. 
	Substantially Mitigated Because of the Following Condition: 
	Part Three - Name of Action: Data Center and Mining Facility at 5380 Frontier Ave
	Part Three - Name of lead agency: City of Niagara Falls Council
	Part Three Responsible Officer: David Zajac
	Part Three Title of Responsible Officer: Council Chairman
	Text10: 
	Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: 
	Part Three Date One: 
	Part Three Date Two: 
	Text13: Kevin Forma
	Part Three Address: 745 Main St, Niagara Falls, NY, 14301
	Part Three Telephone Number: 716-286-4470
	Part Three Email: NFNY.Planning@niagarafallsny.gov
	Part Three Maginitude and Importance: City of Niagara Falls Council
	Project EAF Part One: Yes
	Completed for the Project Part 2: Yes
	EAF completed for this project part 3: Yes
	Type 1 Seqr Status: Yes
	Part 3: Yes
	Print: 
	Date: 5/17/2023
	Project: Blockfusion 5380 Frontier Avenue


