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STATE OF NEW YORK

4415

2019-2020 Regular Sessions

IN SENATE

March 11, 201¢

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Local Government

AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in relation +to authorizing
the city of Niagara Falls to add unpaid housing code violation penal-
ties, costs and fines to such city's annual tax levy

The Peopls of the S;gtg of Mew York, represented in Senate and 3dssem—
L ] ¢t as

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
section 905-a to read as follows:

S 905-a. Collection of unpaid housing code violation penalties; cit ¥
nf ﬂ;ggg;@ Fa;;ngigvy. 1. Ag;ﬂaglgatlgg¢ 13 a g;t;on to and no g in

W

F i er tho i ol sin ilding and
fire gode violation penalties, costs gng fines +hgggg placement bg the
clty contreoller on the city's anpual tax lev vy_in accordance with &
provisions of this section.

2, Eligibility. In order tg be eligible for plgggmmgt on the ¢ity of
Niagara Falls' annual tax levy such unpaid code violation penalties,
QL&LMAQLMMLLQ@_M&QM_&M_&LMQRLL%
ment i gourt o etent irisdiction on_an owner of real property
within the city and recorded by the count v clerk, as certified by the
QLYW&HED_RQ_EQLW_B.Q_EI_}_SQL“&Q Lne_g.;_tz_qgn_tx_lj_ex_ M@ﬁé‘-@..:ﬁiﬁﬂljj_d

k £ he 2 Lior g 13
gppgglg relg;;gg to thg ;mpgg;tiog of gge fines for a code y;glgtlog
breceding the placement on the gity's tax Jlevy.

hﬂgwuﬂmioﬁmMm&mmﬁ%M_LmﬁvLm
amount owed for unpaid code viclations must be at least five percent of
the amount of the tax assessed value of the preperty.

4. Levy. Such code violation penalty,. cost or fine as set forth in o
copy _of the judgment certified by the corperation c¢ounsel +o such city
conkroller shall be set down ip the apnual tax levy under the heading

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics {underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[~] is o0ld law to be omitted.
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mQM§L%&Jﬁ_m£uMAd _Ln_agggxslaagg_ﬂ;_th_tl&h__&egmgl

mmmwwﬁ&uemwﬁ
same lien upon ;h p;gpgggy assessed as the tax levy of such munici-

Mﬂfﬁ.@ﬁtﬁw tbg_p_lumgnt_ em_\_r;alg_i_@__
the city tax levy as uncollected fines and penalties within thirty days
of placement, pursuant to section three hundred eight of the civil prac-
tige law and rules, The notice shall ipelode the date or dates of such
violations, the description of the violations,. the smount owed, a_siakte-
ment detailing the foreclogure preogess that will ocoux if the violations
remain unpaid, the process tmmmmm_ﬂmmm;
information foxr the city's office in charge of receiving payments,

6. Tax year. Any unpaid code violations shall be placed on the tax
roll the c¢ity of Niagara Falls.is currently in and shall not be placed
on a list, roll or levy of « m;p_gu_n_t_.tmm

1. Quner occunlpd NMotwiths ] 3 . 8D i
law, nothing in this section sha!l be agglled to g Eﬂﬁlden;lgl dwelltng
Lh_@j;.._A_sMgmz;_q__..up_lgg.__s:.J.,bs_;b_e_.mms;xy_.mﬁgﬂeng.e*gi.a_ﬁ_mgmmgjh

8., Tenants. Prior to the placement of any propevrty with unpaid code
violations on the tax levy, the city of Miagara Falls shall develop &
program to assist tenants residing in a dwelling at risk for tax fore-
clogure due to unpajd code violations. Such program shall include hous-
ing counseling assistance or other support in relocating the tenants to
suitable housing priop . fo.the tay foreclosure.

8, Payment plan. Nothi in this section shall preclude an owner or
landliord from entering into a payment plan with the city of Niagara
Falls for past amounts due for code violations.

10. Curing code violations. (a) If all of the viclations for which the
penaliies, fees and cosis have been assessed are cured, removed ox

ggrrected prior to the expiration of the geriod foy redemption pursuant
section eleven hundred ten of thjs chapter opeirty shall be
Lemg_t_:d_iu_tn_L&Yx~anﬁ_gyvtL_ru and the b¢ hu_gg_g_f__thg_ﬂm_um;_%d
be place i he propert suant to igable laws

,ﬁgx__dg.h;t_gglmgtigwd____ﬁ_an ction for foregliosure of the property shall

MMJMMWA&ML&&@ALMM_MMJ

ghg;gg gi ans r;ng fols) mpl;ance.wlgg gpp ;gabie"houg;ggt bgildlng, and ‘

fire codes such as a cods enforcement officer. An appeal of this deter-
mination may be made to the city's zoning board of appeals or other

local administrative body as provided for in local law. 'The final deter-
mination made by the administrative body shall be revjiewsble pursuwant to

article seventy-eight of the civil practice lew and rules,
££).This seckion shall not be appligable to any cause of action
breought for money due based o e curi of code vioclations unde
fomm for receivership or s mechanic's lien.
1li. Payment prior te auction. (a) I1£ the balance owed for code
violations placed on the tax levy is paid prior to the expiration of the
period fon redemption pursuant to section eleven bhundred ten of this
chapter and thers is ne bhalance due for unpaid real property taxes, the
pieperty may nok be auctionsd, and the ptoperty shall be removed from
the tax levy.




WO~ U W

S. 4415 3

_(_huﬁg_omngx_amu_ue uagmgkmu_g the JJALL.bﬂlﬁMAM.&:;Qr to

the eoxpiration of th adempki to s eleve
hundred. t__en_c;f_’r,lus._szls_pa t_e;_;,ﬂ_..ca;:gg; to_m.j:m_p__p_o erty.,

12. Surplus remadt ter the sale of a property
at a ta _:L_igxggigg_;__u e f_x_un,pig code __v;g;l.@,g;wgn___s_la_ll_lw returned to the

Mex prover £1E3 94 X A }

gg 9;93;5; n shall not a gply tq ggl Qf a p;gpegtg gt a tag_ﬁg;ggl
sure due to unpaid taxes. If a property has both unpaid, Lgteg_ad_um;si
code violations on the same tax levy and is aucgtioned at a tax foreclo-
sure the amguni of the surplus funds returned to the former owner shall
be proportionate to the amount of unpaid code viplations owed in the
total amount of debt owed to the ciity of Niagara Falls. For the purpose

of this section, "surplus funds" shall mean the balange of money
received after auction of a property at a tax foreclosure sale minus the

ampunt owad for code violatious and the costs and attorneys' fess
inqurred in the collection of the fees by the citv.

ML&MMM_M&L;@L
violations, the g;;y of Ni agara Falls m may proceed with ny action
ayainst the fovmer owner pursuant to sapplicahle laws.

14. Exclusions. The provisions of this secgtion shall not apply. to_any
municipality that sells their tax liens in a tax sale,

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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Authorizes the city of Wiagara Falls to add unpaid housing code wiolation penalties, costs and fines to such city's annual tax lavy.

A06345 Actions:

BILL NO

03/06/20

AD6345

19 referred to real property taxation

AD6345 Committee Votes:

A06346 Floor Votes;

There are no votes for this bill in this legislative session

A06345 Text:
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STATE OF NEW YORK

6345

2019-2020 Regular Sassicns

IN ASSEMBLY

March 6, 2G1%

Introduced by M. of A. MORINELLO -- vread once and referred to the
Committee on Real Property Taxation

AN ACT to amend the real propexrty tax law, in relation to authorizing
the city of Niagara Falls to add uapaid housing code violation penal-
ties, costs and fines to such city's annual tax levy

The People of the Siate of MNew York, represonted in Sonate and Aasem-
bly.. do enact as followsg

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
gection 905-a to read as follows:

of Nipgara Palla; levy, 1. futhorivation., In addition to_and not in

limitation of any power otherwise granted by law, the city of tiagara .

Falls s  hereby authorized te gollect any unpald housing, bullding and

Eire code violation penalties, gosts and filunes through placement by the

city controller on the city's annual tax levy in accordance with the
previsions of this section,

2. Bligibflity. In order to bhe silgible for placement on the ity of
Miagara Falls'  asmmueal tax levy such unpaid code violation penaltios,
costs and fines shall have been adiudiceted and imposed threough a _ ivdg-

ment in a court of compgtent jurisdiction on an owner of real property
within the ¢lty and recorded By the county clerk, an certified by the

gity's  corporation ¢ounsel to the city controller apd have remained
unpaid for one year after the final adjudication and exhaustion of all
appeals relating to the impesition of the fines for a code violation
preceding the placement om the city's tax levy.

3. Minimom amount owed. To gualify for placement on tha tax levy the
amount owed for unpaid code viciations must be at least five percent of
khe amount of the tax assesped wvalus of the property.

4. Levy. Such code violation penalty, ¢ost or fine as set forth 4in a
copy of the judgment certified by the corporation counsel to such city
controller shall be set down in the annual tax Jevy under &he heading

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics {undersccored) is new; matter in brackets
[-] is 0ld law to be omitted.
LBDOYO77-03~9
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uncollected fines and penaltdies and_  in accordance wikth this section
Bhiall be levied, gnforced and collected in the same manner, by the sams
proceodings, at the same time, under the same penalties and having the
pame lien upon the property assessed as the tax lsvy of such muniei-
pality and as g part thereof,

5. Hotice. ¥he city of Miagara Falls shall notlfy all gwnetrs or known
interested parties of record of the placemant of the codse violations on
the city tax levy as uncollected fines and penalties within thirty days
of placement, pursuant to section thiee hupdrad eight of the civil prag-
10 tige law and rules., The notice shall include the date or datag of such
11 wviolations, the descripticon of the violations, the amount cwed, a. state-
12 ment detailing the foreclosure process that will oceur if the violations
13 remain unphid, the process to claim any surplus funds and the contack
14 Anformaticon for the city’'s office in charge of recvelving pavwents,

15 6. Tax year. B»nny unpaid codg vielations shall be placed on the tax
16 xoll the city of Miagara Falls is currently in and shall nok  be placed
17 on.a list, roll or levy of delinguent taxas.

W] S R W R

19 law, nething in this gection shail be applied to a residential dwelling
20 that iy owner.cccupied or is the primary residence of a homeowmer.

21 8. Tenants. Prior to the placement of any property with unpaid code
22 wiolations on the tax levy, the city of Wiagara Falls shall develop a
23 program to gassist tenants residing in s dwelling at risk for tax fore-
24 glogsure due to unpaid code vielations. Such program shall incliude  hous-—
25 4ing coungeling assistance or other support in_relocating hhe tepants to

27 9. payment plan. Nothing in this section shall preciude an__ owner or
28 landlord from entering into a payment plan with the city of Niagara
29 pFalls for past amounts due for code violations.

31 penalties, fees and costs have heen assessed are cured, reéemoved ox
32 cgorrected prior to the expiration of the period for redemption purauant
33 fo gection eleven hundred ten of this chapter, the propexky shall bae
34 removed from the levy and auction and the balance of the amount owed

36 for debt collection and an_action for foroglosure of the property shall,

37 not be maintained for the amount owed,

38 {h) The detorminatioen of whetlier or not the code vilolationg have boen
3% curxed shall be made by the city of Niggara Falls' enforainy officexr in
40 egharae of ensuring cempliance with applicable howsing, huiiding, and

42 mination may b wade ko the giky's zoning board of appeals or other
43 lgeal adwinistrative body as provided for in local law, The fiual deter-
44 mination made by the administrative body shall be reviewable pursuant Lo

45 article geventy-—eight of the civil pruactice law and rules,

46 fey This section ghall not he applicable to any cause of action
47  brought for wmoney due hased on the curing of code violations undex any
48 form for receivership or a mechanic's lien,

49 il. Paymont prior to  auction. {a) If +the balance owed for code
50 wiclations piaced on the tax levy is pald prior to the expiration of the
51 period for redsmptipn pursuant to section @leven hundred ter of this
52 gchapter and there is no balance dus foxr unpaid yeal property taxes, the
53 property may not be auetioned, and the property shall Bbe sremoved from
54 Lkle tax levy.,

A. 6345 3

(B)..The  omnar  shall have the right to pay the full balunee prios to
the expiration of the period for redemption pussuant to secktion eleven
hupdred ten of this chapteyr in order to redeem the properkyv.

1
2
3
4 12. surpius. Any surplus funds remaining after the sale of a property
5
6
7
8

at a tarx fore¢logsure for unpaid code violations shall bes returned to the
formner owner of the proporty in a manner ss provided under logal law.
Thiy provisfon shall not apply to a sale of 3 property at a fax forsclo-
sure due to unpalid taxes. If a property has both unpaid tazes and unpald
9 code viplationg on the game tax lovy and is suectionsd at a kay foreclo-

13 of this pection, “surplus  funds”  shall mean  the balance of monpy
14 regelved after auction of a property at a tax foreclosure sale minus the
15 amopnk, owsd For code  violations and the costs and attorneys' fees

17 13. Balance due, If after an auction a balange L8 due Ffor code
18 violations, ¢he oikty of wWiagara Falls may proceed with any action
19 agalnst the former ownex pursuant to spplicable laws.

20 14. Exclusions, The provisions of this section shall not apply to any

21 municipality that sells their tax lisns in a tax gale.
22 § 2. This act shall take effect lmmediately.
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