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N.F.C. DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Minutes of Meeting

Wednesday, January 15, 2014
City Hall – Committee of the Whole Room
Niagara Falls, New York

Present:
Mayor Paul Dyster

Council Member Grandinetti

Council Member Touma



Council Member Walker

Mr. Ralph Aversa

Mr. Joseph Casale

Mr. Michael Hooper

Ms. Janet Markarian

Ms. Lucy Muto

Ms. Doreen O’Connor

Mr. Paul Parise

Mr. Chris Robins

Ms. Anne Sawicki

Ms. Lee Whittaker

Absent:
 Council Member Anderson 

Council Member Choolokian

Ms. Jacqueline Henwood

Mr. Frank Roma

Staff

Craig Johnson
Present:
Richard Zucco



Maria Brown


Seth Piccirillo


Clara Dunn


Tom Tedesco


Others

John Giusiana
Present:
Craig Avery


Deanna Kindron (and father)


Chris Schoeflin, USA Niagara


Shawn Weber



Paul Stephen



Michael Lewis



Justin Sondel, Niagara Gazette



Aaron Besecker, Buffalo News
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dyster at 4:03 p.m.  A quorum was present.  
Agenda Item #3  Approval of Minutes of Meeting held September 23, 2013

Council Member Grandinetti made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 23, 2013, second was made by Ms. Markarian.  Unanimously approved.

Agenda Item #4  Vote to Approve Bonadio & Company, LLP to Perform 2013 Audit and ABO Filings

Mr. Aversa made a motion to approve Bonadio & Company to perform the 2013 NFC Audit and ABO filings, second was made by Council Member Grandinetti.   Unanimously approved.
Agenda Item#5  Vote to Approve Grant for Outer Beauty Salon & Boutique

Ms. Clara Dunn introduced Ms. Deanne Kindron from Outer Beauty Salon and Boutique and reviewed her project for the Board. 

Council Member Grandinetti made a motion to approve the Grant for Outer Beauty Salon & Boutique, second was made by Council Member Touma.  Unanimously approved.
Agenda Item #6  Third Street Investment Strategy Presentation
 
Mr. Seth Piccirillo briefly explained all the activity currently happening on Third Street, including four new purchases with plans for renovations to the commercial and residential spaces. He reported on façade improvements, demolitions and Empire State Development assistance to businesses in the area between Niagara Street and Main Street.
Agenda Item #7  Vote to Approve Market Rate Rental Rehab Grant for Craig Avery and John Giusiana at 454-460 Third Street

Mr. Zucco reported that the owners of 454-460 Third Street have applied for the City’s Façade Program and have solicited bids for the work to be done to the four upper apartments.  The renovations will cost approximately $125,00. Based on this,  the project qualifies for a $40,000 grant under the Market Rate Rental Rehab Project.

Mr. Parise made a motion to approve the Market Rate Rental Rehab Grant for 454-460 Third Street, second was made by Council Member Grandinetti.
POLLED VOTE

IN FAVOR

13

OPPOSED

 0

ABSTAIN

 1
(Ms. Muto)

MOTION APPROVED

Agenda Item #8  Vote to Approve Market Rate Rental Rehab Grant for Paul Stephen at 223 Ferry Avenue

Mr. Paul Stephen has purchased Unc’s Bar and is in the process of purchasing the old “Bragg’s Bar also.  He has plans for future development of both buildings but is now concentrating on the upstairs rental (housing) units.  The cost of renovations is estimated at $41,000.00 which qualifies him for a $20,000 Market Rate Rental Rehab Grant.


Mr. Parise made a motion to approve the Market Rate Rental Rehab Grant for 223 Ferry Avenue, second was made by Council Member Grandinetti.  Unanimously approved.
Agenda Item #9  Vote to Approve Grants for Cataract Coffee & Marketplace at 444 Third Street

Mr. Michael Lewis reported on his project at 444 Third Street.  He is requesting a $10,000 Micro Enterprise Grant to renovate his building from and office building to a commercial restaurant and coffee shop.  Also, CC& M is requesting a $10,000 Micro Enterprise Grant for the purchase of specialized restaurant equipment and small business start-up costs.

Mr. Robins made a motion to approve the grants for Cataract Coffee and Marketplace, second was made by Council Member Touma.


After a lengthy discussion, Council Member Grandinetti made a motion to separate the grant to the building owner and the grant for the business and to approve $10,000 grant to Michael Lewis for building renovations, second was made by Ms. O’Connor.

POLLED VOTE

IN FAVOR

13

OPPOSED

 0

ABSTAIN

 1
(Council Member Touma)
MOTION APPROVED

Council Member Grandinetti made a motion to Approve a $10,000 Grant to Cataract Coffee & Marketplace, second was made by Ms. O’Connor

POLLED VOTE

IN FAVOR

13

OPPOSED

 0

ABSTAIN

 1
(Council Member Touma)
MOTION APPROVED

Agenda Item #10  Old Business

None
Agenda Item #11  New Business

None
Agenda Item #12  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

