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RESOLUTION No. 2019- 

 

CALLING FOR STATE LEGISLATION TO CLARIFY THE MEANING OF THE PHRASE 

“HOTEL AND MOTEL ROOMS” IN SECTION 1202-l OF THE TAX LAW PERTAINING TO 

HOTEL AND MOTEL ROOMS IN NIAGARA FALLS 

 

BY: 

 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma 

Council Member William Kennedy 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Christopher Voccio 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Niagara Falls believes in Home Rule; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Niagara Falls desires that §1202-l of the Tax Law 

pertaining to hotel and motel rooms in Niagara Falls be amended to clarify the meaning of the phrase 

“hotel and motel rooms” to be more consistent with the definition of that phrase as it pertains to other 

communities mentioned in the Tax Law to recite that the term “hotel” or “motel rooms” shall mean and 

include “any facility providing lodging on an overnight basis and shall include those facilities designated 

and commonly known as “Bed and Breakfast”, Inns, Tourist Homes and Short Term Rental units. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Niagara Falls hereby requests that 

the State of New York Senate and Assembly draft companion bills for the purpose of amending §1201-l 

of the Tax Law pertaining to hotel and motel rooms in Niagara Falls to include the following language in 

§1201-l(1) of the Tax Law:  “For purposes of this section, the term “hotel” or “motel” shall mean and 

include any facility providing lodging on an overnight basis and shall include those facilities designated 

and commonly known as “Bed and Breakfast”, Inns, Tourist Homes and Short Term Rental units; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the drafting of this legislation on the State level would 

provide the City of Niagara Falls the option of passing a Home Rule message in support of such 

legislation; and 



 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that subsequent to the State’s adoption, the City of Niagara 

Falls would have an opportunity to present a Local Law in order to accomplish this clarification in its 

Local Law regarding bed tax; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Niagara Falls City Council respectfully requests 

the New York State Senate and Assembly to submit companion bills that would pave the way for City’s 

Local Law and Public Hearing and that copies of this Resolution be sent immediately to the City of 

Niagara Falls’ State Representatives. 

 

 


