
 

 

Monday – October 5, 2015 Council Meeting  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

1. Niagara Falls Tourism Advisory Board – Lisa Vitello, Chairwoman  
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE: 

 

None 

  

 

 



Agenda Item #1 

 

 

SUBJECT: Bid #2015-17   Boarding Up of Various Dilapidated & Fire Damaged Buildings 

 

 We respectfully request you award the above referenced bid as follows: 

 

TO: Santo Candella Construction Co., Inc. 

 6810 Laur Rd. Ste. 5A 

 Niagara Falls, NY   14304   

FOR: Boarding up of various dilapidated and fire damaged structures, both privately and publicly 

owned,  deemed hazardous by the City of Niagara Falls, NY 

 

 Price per square foot:         $1.36 

 

 The City Purchasing Division certifies that all bids were solicited in accordance with Section 103 

of the General Municipal Law. 

 

 Notice that bids were to be received was advertised in the Niagara Gazette and bids were sent to 

seven (7) vendors.  Two (2) bids were received.  The above referenced company submitted the lowest bid. 

 

 Funds for this expenditure are in H.0910.2009.0910.0449.599. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #2 

SUBJECT: Bid #2015-15   Security Guard Services 

 

 We respectfully request you award the above referenced bid as follows: 

 

TO: G4S Secure Solutions (USA) Inc. 

 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 7 

 Williamsville, NY  14221   

FOR: Security guard services at the Corporation Yard and the Rainbow Centre Parking Ramp. The 

Contract is in effect from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016, and, if mutually 

agreeable, may be extended yearly for up to two (2) additional years through December 31, 2018. 

 

 Estimated number of hours per year is 17,520:     $ 17.42/hr. 

  

 The City Purchasing Division certifies that all bids were solicited in accordance with Section 103 

of the General Municipal Law. 

 

 Notice that bids were to be received was advertised in the Niagara Gazette and bids were sent to 

ten (10) vendors.  Three (3) bids were received.  The above referenced company submitted the lowest bid. 

 

 Funds for this expenditure are expected to be included in the Public Works Department budget 

for Special Security, major and minor code 0449.004 under Administration A.1490.0001, Buildings 

Rainbow Mall A.1620.2340, and Parking Ramp II CR.1720.2570. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #3 

RE: Labor for Tree Planting Initiative for Fall of 2015 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Acting Director of the Department of Public Works advises that the City is in the process of 

purchasing two hundred (200) trees.  One hundred (100) are to be planted during the fall of 2015 and the 

remainder will be planted during the spring of 2016. 

 

 The associated labor cost on an overtime basis inclusive of FICA and meals is $8,558.00.  Funding is 

available and will be transferred to the Forestry budget line. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #4 

RE: Approval of agreement with the County of Niagara for the current In Rem 

 

Council Members: 

 

 Attached is a proposed Agreement with the County of Niagara for the current In Rem which sets 

forth the terms for the distribution of proceeds from the sale of properties acquired in the In Rem. 

 

 Will the Council so approve and authorize the Mayor to execute same? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #5 

RE: New Chair Purchase for City Clerk 

 

 

Council Members: 

 

The City Clerk is requesting permission to purchase a new desk chair.  The existing chair is in 

disrepair.  The purchase price for a new chair is $403.68 including delivery and installation. 

 

Funding is available from Casino interest.   

 

Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #6 

RE: Sale of 0.57 Acre Parcel Abutting the Sheraton Hotel to the Sheraton Hotel 

   

Council Members: 

 The City is the owner of a 1.03 acre parcel having an SBL # of 159.09-1-1.2 and known as 219R 

Niagara Street.  The owner of the Sheraton Hotel has proposed to acquire 0.57 acres of this parcel which 

abuts the Sheraton Hotel.  The dimensions of the parcel the Sheraton is interested in acquiring are 245 feet by 

103 feet.  The Sheraton is interested in acquiring this parcel to make an improvement to its hotel building.  

 The Sheraton has offered to purchase this parcel for $7.50 per square foot which equals $189,262.50 

for the entire 0.57 acre parcel.  An appraisal by the City supports this offer.  The Sheraton is interested in 

acquiring this parcel in order to improve and enhance the experience at the hotel enjoyed by guests of the 

hotel.  Various concepts are being explored by the Sheraton at this time including recreation amenities 

available to guests.  These recreation amenities may also be available to those visiting the city who are not 

guests at the hotel.  The Planning Board has reviewed this request to purchase and has recommended the 

same to the City Council.  Attached hereto is a copy of the Planning Board recommendation. 

 The City has no use for this parcel now or at any foreseeable time in the future as it is essentially land 

locked.   

 The owner of the hotel is required to be in compliance with all State, Federal and Local laws, 

statutes, ordinances and approvals. 

 Any expenses incurred by the City in selling this parcel, such as land surveying and abstracting or 

other miscellaneous title work, will come out of the sale proceeds.  

 It is requested that the City Council approve the sale of this parcel as described herein, find that the 

sale of this parcel will benefit the City and that the best interest of the City will be sub served by the sale of 

this parcel to the Sheraton without public auction and that the Mayor be authorized to execute a Purchase and 

Sale Contract provided the same is in form and substance agreeable with the Corporation Counsel.   

 Will the Council so approve?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Agenda Item #7 

SUBJECT: Purchase of Various Trees 

 

 We respectfully request you award the above referenced bid as follows: 

 

TO: Schichtel’s Nursury, Inc. 

 7420 Peters Road 

 Springville, NY   14141 

FOR: Purchase of Various Trees (200 total)   Total Price $19,655.00 

 

 The City Purchasing Division certifies that four quotations were solicited.  Two quotes were 
received.  The above referenced company submitted the lowest price. 

 

 If Council approves, funding will be provided through Casino Funds that will be transferred into 
Department of Public Works –Forestry account code  A8560.0000.0449.599 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #8 

SUBJECT: Second Hand Dealers 
 

 

  
Chapter 338 of the Codified Ordinances states:  “338.03…City Council may grant 

a license to carry on the business of secondhand dealer within the City…” 
 
The following has submitted an application for a secondhand dealer license. This 

application has been approved by the Niagara Falls Police Department. 
 

        Old House Treasures 
 2016 Pine Ave 
 Niagara Falls, NY 14301 

 

            Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #9 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of National Fuel Gas Distribution 

Corporation 

6363 Main Street, Williamsville, NY  14221 

 

Council Members: 

 

Date Claim Filed:  October 22, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  September 17, 2014 

Location:  5651 Lindbergh Avenue 

Nature of Claim:  Damage to underground utilities by City 

excavator. 

City Driver:  Eugene Minnicucci 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  931.80 

Make Check Payable to: National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation 

Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #10 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of John T. Kwarciak 

3105 Baseline Road, Grand Island, NY 14072 

 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  January 21, 2015 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  January 13, 2015 

Location:  300 block of Hyde Park Boulevard 

Nature of Claim:  Automobile damage sustained in an accident 

with City vehicle 

City Driver:  Louis G. Michel 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $3,134.57 

Make Check Payable to: John T. Kwarciak 

Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #11 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Lara D. Haberberger 

2225 Center Terrace #2, Grand Island, NY  14072 

 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  October 10, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  October 6, 2014 

Location:  400 block of Fourth Street 

Nature of Claim:  Damage to vehicle when struck by walk-behind 

mower. 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $537.45 

Make Check Payable to: Lara D. Haberberger 

Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

 It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #12 

 

BY: 

 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma  
Council Member Glenn Choolokian 
Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Charles Walker 
 

RELATIVE TO RENAMING OF ROBERT MOSES PARKWAT TO THE NIAGARA SCENIC 
PARKWAY 

  
 WHEREAS, Tourists, visitors and the motoring public are presented signs to the Robert Moses 
State Parkway throughout Niagara County, and 
 WHEREAS, The name of the parkway is not helpful or descriptive in directing tourists or visitors to 
their destinations, and in fact, can actually confuse the motoring public since the name Robert Moses does not 
explain or denote the parkway’s features or purpose, and 
 WHEREAS, Because the parkway is undergoing reconfiguration and redesign at the present time, 
this presents a golden opportunity to rename the parkway and make it more tourist and visitor friendly, and 
 WHEREAS, The idea of a name change has received the support of 80% of the respondents to an 
online poll conducted by the Historical Association of Lewiston, indicating public approval for the name 
change, and 
 WHEREAS, The name “Niagara Scenic Parkway” provides a logical solution and is a simple, direct 
and clear description which enables visitors to quickly understand the parkway’s purpose and benefits; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Niagara Falls, New 
York that the City of Niagara Falls supports changing the name of the Robert Moses Parkway to the Niagara 
Scenic Parkway, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be directed to Governor Cuomo, 
Senator Robert Ortt and Assemblyman John Ceretto, in an effort to encourage our state leaders to take the 
necessary actions to implement this name change as soon as possible. 
 



Agenda Item #13 

BY: 

 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Glenn Choolokian 

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Charles Walker 

 

 

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO LAKE ONTARIO WATER PLAN (PLAN 2014) 

 

 WHEREAS, the International Joint Commission (IJC) has proposed the adoption of Plan 2014 

which would regulate water levels on Lake Ontario; and 

 WHEREAS, Plan 2014, if implemented, will likely have a negative effect to the tourism industry, 

commercial fishing, boaters and residents within the impacted communities which include Niagara County; 

and 

 WHEREAS, IJC itself acknowledged the impacts of Plan 2014, noting at least a 13% rise in costs 

felt by property owners, municipalities and businesses along the shoreline for such things as erosion damage 

and maintenance or replacement of structures such as sea walls and break walls; and 

 WHEREAS, the Niagara USA Chamber of Commerce has issued a memorandum of opposition to 

Plan 2014, a copy of which is attached hereto; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Niagara Falls, New 

York that the City of Niagara Falls does hereby go on record as opposing the adoption of Plan 2014 which 

would regulate water levels on Lake Ontario; 

 

 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Senator Rob 

Ortt, Assemblyman John Ceretto, Senators Charles Schumer and Kristen Gillibrand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



Agenda Item #14 

 

RELATIVE TO THE 2016 PROPOSED BUDGET MEETING SCHEDULE 

BY:    

Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Niagara Falls, New York, does hereby 

schedule Budget Meetings to commence at 4:00 PM in the City Council Chambers 

on:  

October 6, 7, 13, 14, 20 and November 5, 2015; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of Niagara Falls, New York, does 

hereby schedule Budget Amendment Meetings to commence at 4:00 PM in the 

City Council Chambers on:  

     November 9, 13 and 17, 2015  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held on November 2, 2015 at 

6p.m. Daylight Saving Time in the Council Chambers of the City of Niagara Falls, 

New York pertaining to the adoption of the Proposed 2016 Executive Budget, at 

which time the Mayor, Administrator and Controller shall be present, at which 

time any person may be heard for or against the proposed budget; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution calling for a hearing, 

together with the budget summary, be published in the Niagara Gazette at least 

one week prior to the date of said hearing; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of said proposed budget be made available 

for inspection in the office of the City Clerk. 
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