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Public Service Announcement         

For Continued Release through June 13
Limited Vehicle and Pedestrian Access to the Rainbow Bridge on June 13

Buffalo 6/1/09 -- Vehicle access to the Rainbow Bridge will be extremely limited throughout the morning and early afternoon of Saturday, June 13 in order to enable an historic ceremony commemorating the Centennial of the 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty to be held on the Bridge.   The capacity on the Rainbow Bridge will be reduced to a single lane of traffic in both directions between the hours of 7 am – 10 am on the morning of Saturday, June 13 and again, from 12 noon until 1 pm.  The bridge will close in its entirety for the Official Ceremony from 10 am to 12 noon.   Traffic diversions plans will be in place on either side of the bridge to facilitate a continued flow of traffic to alternate border crossings.  Access to the pedestrian  walkway on the Rainbow Bridge will close in its entirety on Saturday, June 13 from 7 am until 1 pm.   
Electronic message boards on major approach routes to the Rainbow Bridge located on the QEW and the Interstate 90 system will also carry messages about conditions and restrictions at the Rainbow Bridge.   
For hourly updates on border traffic conditions at the four Niagara bridges (Rainbow Bridge, Whirlpool Bridge, Lewiston-Queenston Bridge, Peace Bridge), travellers are suggested to contact: 1-800-715-6722.
For security related reasons, attendance at the ceremony is by invitation only.  

The public is invited to celebrate the Boundary Waters Treaty Centennial, by attending the free day and evening concerts and environmental programs to be held in Niagara Falls New York at Terrapin Point on Goat Island and at the Hard Rock Café, and in Niagara Falls Ontario at Oakes Garden Theatre at the foot of Clifton Hill.  The full line-up of the public program schedule can be found at www.oursharedwaters.com.
Widely regarded as the first environmental agreement, the 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty was the first international treaty to articulate principles of boundary water resource development, to address cross-boundary pollution and to prohibit the diversion of boundary waters.  One hundred years after the signing of the 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty, the founding principles of this historic document continue to guide the Canadian and United States governments in their joint stewardship of transboundary natural resources.

For further information on Bridge Traffic Management, please contact:  Brent Gallaugher ?????

For further information on the Boundary Waters Treaty Centennial, please contact:  Kerry Mitchell at the Canadian Consulate General by e-mail at:  kerry.mitchell@international.gc.ca or by telephone at: 716/858-9581.
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