
May 2,  2016 

 

 

Monday – May 2, 2016 Council Meeting  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Daniel M. Engert, Health Care Consortium  
 

2. John Caso, Director, Public Works and Brooke D’Angelo, SWEET Program Coordinator - 
Electronic Recycling   

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE: 

 

 None 

  

 

 
 

 

 



Agenda Item #1 

 

SUBJECT:  CHANGE ORDER #3 – Consultant Services for the Repaving of Buffalo Avenue, NY 

Route 384 - PIN # 5757.16 

 A contract for the above reference project was awarded to C & S Engineers, Inc. on July 23, 2007 for 

professional services and design related tasks.  

Change Order #3 is composed of two separate items. The first item is associated with the additional scope 

tasks associated with the consultant finishing the final design, submitting the PSE to the NYSDOT and creating final 

Construction Documents (Plans & specifications). The tasks listed were not originally included in the consultants 

provided services.  

- Preliminary Design Alternatives 

- Extension to DOT I-190 Project limits (preliminary design) 

- Add Alternates 

- Extension to DOT I-190 Project limits (final design) 

- Sign Text Data Drawings 

 Total for additional Final Design Tasks    $23,487.46 

 

The second item of this Change Order is to add funding for the tasks associated with Construction Support 

and Construction Inspection Services and related Direct Non-Salary Cost to the consultant current contract. 

 

Total for Additional Construction Support/Inspection Services $249,000.00 

 

Therefore it is the recommendation of the undersign that Change Order #3 in the amount of $272,487.46 be 

approved. 

Please note that the City is receiving and will continue to receive a 80% reimbursement of all project cost 

from the NYSDOT through the Federal Highway Administration Funding, with an additional 15% reimbursement via 

the New York State Marchiselli Aid Fund for this project. 

 Existing funding is available through the original funding Code H0610.2006.0610.000 and the remaining 

funds transferred to Code H0634.2006.0634.0449.599 previously approved by City Council for this project. 

Will the Council vote to so approve and authorize the mayor to execute a contract in a form acceptable to 

the Corporation Council?  



Agenda Item #2 

 

 RE: Reorganization of Purchasing Division 

 

Council Members: 

 The City’s Purchasing Director advises that the Purchasing Division has a vacancy 

resulting from an employee transferring to another department. This presents an opportunity to 

create a new position with additional duties and responsibilities which will allow the Department 

to operate in a more efficient manner. The new position is entitled “Administrative Assistant – 

Purchasing.” The new title and job description was prepared and approved by the Niagara Falls 

Civil Service Commission. 

This reorganization results in a savings of $128.99. Attached is the proposed 

reorganization of the Purchasing Division. 

Will the Council so approve?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Agenda Item #3 

RE: Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority – Trolley Service 

 

Council Members: 

 

 It is desirable to reinstitute again this year Trolley Service in the City in cooperation with the Niagara 

Frontier Transportation Authority.  It is recommended that Trolley Service commence on May 13, 2016 and 

conclude October 30, 2016.  During the month of May, 2016, from May 13, 2016 through May 31, 2016,  

the Trolley Service will operate on weekends only (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) plus May 30, 2016.  Trolley 

service from June 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016 will be on a daily basis.  From October 1, 2016 

through October 30, 2016, trolley service will be on weekends only (Friday, Saturday, Sunday).  From 

November 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016, NFTA validated passes may be utilized for all metro routes.  

The cost to the City for this service will be $560,000.  This will be subject to the terms and conditions 

contained in an agreement subject to approval by the Corporation Counsel which will also contain a route 

for service.  Funding is available from the Tourism Fund balance.   

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #4 

RE: Acceptance of Grant from New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services 

  (“DCJS”) 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Superintendant of Police advises that the Niagara County law enforcement agencies, including 

the City of Niagara Falls Police Department (“NFPD”), have been awarded a Gun Involved Violence 

Elimination (“GIVE”) grant in the amount of $696,367.00 to support targeted firearm and violent crime 

reduction efforts.  Attached hereto is a communication from the DCJS outlining the details of this GIVE 

grant.  The NFPD’s share of this grant is $349,115.00 and will be spent as per the attached budget. 

 

 Will the Council accept this grant and authorize the Mayor to execute any required documentation 

and/or agreements in order to accept the grant provided the same are in form and content acceptable to the 

Corporation Counsel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Agenda Item #5 

RE: Memorandum of Understanding between the City Of Niagara Falls and 

the Niagara Falls Police Captains and Lieutenants Association 

 

Council Members: 

 

 As you know, between November 2010 and November 2015, the City of 

Niagara Falls was a party to a Stipulated Order of Consent with the New York 

State Office of the Attorney General which required the City to undertake the 

review and reform of its Police Department policies and procedures.  Overall, 

this process has been a success in that the Police Department has 

significantly strengthened its policies in the areas of diversity, community 

policing and use of force and have made a positive impact both in the 

department and with the general public.  These benefits were noted by the 

office of the Attorney General at the conclusion of the Consent Order. 

 Unfortunately, in order to implement the departmental changes within 

the time period required by the Office of the Attorney General, there was no 

opportunity to negotiate those changes with the City’s two Police Unions as 

required by the Taylor Law.  Conflicts arose with the unions in areas where 

the new departmental practices conflicted with terms contained in their 

Collective Bargaining Agreements with the City.  As a result, the New York 

State Public Employment Relations Board recently ruled that the City 

committed an improper practice in a proceeding brought by the Niagara Falls 

Police Club and supported by the Niagara Falls Police Captains and 

Lieutenants Association.  PERB directed the City to rescind a number of the 

policy changes made pursuant to the Consent Order; however, doing so would 

put the City back into the same position that it was in prior to the Consent 

Order in 2010. 

 Instead of taking a step backwards, the City met with both the Police 

Captains and Lieutenants Association and the Police Club to discuss the 

impact of the PERB decision on the new departmental policies.  With 

encouragement from the Office of the Attorney General, I am pleased to 

announce that these discussions have been fruitful and that, with cooperation 

from the unions, the City will be able to continue to utilize the positive 

policy changes brought about through the Consent Order.   

 The Agreement that has been attached for your consideration is a 

product of the desire of both the City and the Police Captains and 

Lieutenants Association to continue the advancement of the Police Department 

has made in the last five years while maintaining a continuing commitment for 

agreements reached through collective bargaining.  The attached Memorandum of 

Understanding will accomplish the following: 

1. To adequately compensate each member of the PCLA for their role in 
implementing the Consent Order; 

2. To reaffirm the commitment of both parties to the spirit of collective 
bargaining by allowing the parties to mutually develop departmental 

policies as required by PERB, and; 

3. Allow the City to keep in place the departmental reforms brought about 
over the last five years without interruption. 

While the proposed Agreement will result in a modest financial impact, 

the provisions of the same allow for a deferral of payments to allow the 

City financial flexibility over a period of years.  However, this 

financial impact is more than offset by the City’s commitment to protect 

the constitutional rights of our citizens and the promotion of safe and 

efficient police practices. 

Will the Council so approve?  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Agenda Item #6 

 

 RE: Empire State Development Regional Council Incentive Award for  

  3625 Highland Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 

 

Council Members: 

 

 Attached is the award letter from Empire State Development for a state incentive of up to 

$500,000.00 towards the projected 1.5 million dollar cost of the construction and renovation of the 3625 

Highland Avenue properties. 

 

 Will the Council approve the acceptance of the award and authorize the Mayor to execute the award 

letter and any other documents necessary to effectuate the award? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Agenda Item #7 

RE: Funding for Niagara Military Affairs Council (“NIMAC”)  

 

Council Members: 

 

 The City has been asked once again by the NIMAC to contribute funds to NIMAC to assist it in it’s 

efforts aimed at securing the future of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.  As you know, the Niagara Falls 

Air Reserve Station is Niagara County’s largest public employer. NIMAC is requesting the City to contribute 

funds to retain this important asset and the 3,000 plus jobs it represents in Niagara. 

 

 Attached hereto is a letter from NIMAC in this regard.  $30,000.00 is available this year for this 

purpose. 

 

 Funding is available from Casino Revenues.  

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Agenda Item #8 

 

 RE: Purchase of Small Equipment 

 

Council Members: 

 The City’s Acting Director of Public Works advises that it is necessary to replace several 

pieces of small equipment that are heavily used during the spring and summer seasons. The 

equipment is past its normal useful life and it would be appropriate to be replaced with new 

equipment. 

 Three estimates are being obtained for the small equipment by the Department of Public 

Works and the Purchasing Agent and the total cost of the purchases is not-to-exceed $27,328.48. 

Funding is available from casino interest. 

Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Agenda Item #9 

 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Dawn Miller  

9901 Niagara Falls Boulevard, Apt. No. 42, Niagara Falls, New 

York 14304 

 

Council Members: 

 

Date Claim Filed:  May 30, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: February 26, 2015 

Date of Occurrence: February 28, 2014 

Location:  2105 Jerauld Avenue  

Nature of Claim:  Damages suffered during execution 

of search warrant  

City Driver:  N/A 

Status of Action:  Litigation Stage  

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay 

claim. 

Amount to be Paid: $24,500.00  

Make Check Payable to: Hogan Willig, as attorneys for Dawn 

Miller  

Conditions:  Stipulation of Discontinuance and 

Release to City approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be 

paid under the terms set forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #10 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Victor C. Ketch  

236 62nd Street, Niagara Falls, New York 14304 

 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  December 28, 2015 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  December 16, 2015 

Location:  236 62nd Street  

Nature of Claim:  Property damage sustained during tree removal  

City Driver:  N/A 

Status of Action:  Claim Stage  

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $1,327.17  

Make Check Payable to: Victor C. Ketch  

Conditions:  General Release to City approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #11 

RELATIVE TO ARMENIAN REMEMBRANCE DAY  

 

BY:  

 

 Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

  

  

WHEREAS, the Armenian Community of Western New York gathered at Oakwood 

Cemetery to offer memorial prayers for the more than 600 descendants of their, parents, 

grandparents and others who escaped the Genocide of the Armenian people in 1915; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Armenian Genocide, resulted in the deaths of approximately 1.5 million 

members of the Armenian minority in the Ottoman Empire through forced exile and murder; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, 2015 marked the one-hundredth year anniversary of the beginning of this 

horrific international tragedy; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Niagara 

Falls, New York does hereby remember the victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide and 

encourages the citizens of Niagara Falls to work to advance the values of tolerance and 

freedom in our city, country, and world.  



Agenda Item #12 

RELATIVE TO HONORING THE BEST MEN IN ENTERTAINMENT      

     BY: 

     Council Chairman Andrew Touma  
     Council Member Kristen Grandinetti  

     Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr.  
      Council Member Kenny Tompkins  
     Council Member Charles Walker  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Niagara Falls, New York wishes to thank Mr. Cedric “The 

Entertainer” Kyles, Mr. Eddie Griffin, Mr. D.L. Hughley, Mr. George Lopez and Mr. 

Charlie Murphy for their contribution to the kick-off celebration for Childhood 

Cancer Awareness with Shawn “Baby Shawn” Kennedy at the First Niagara Center; 

and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Cedric “The Entertainer”, Mr. Eddie Griffin, Mr. D.L. Hughley, Mr. 

George Lopez and Mr. Charlie Murphy’s commitment, dedication and love for 

many phases of life obstacles plays a pivotal role in the Niagara County Region.  

Their successful efforts and commitment has helped many children in the 

community; and  

WHEREAS, the best men in entertainment are forever thanked from the City of 

Niagara Falls.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Niagara Falls City Council does 

hereby honor the best men in entertainment.  They are multi-talented entertainers 

that has touched the lives of many people throughout the entire world.   

 



Agenda Item #13 

RESOLUTION No. 2016 

 

 

RELATIVE TO THE NIAGARA FALLS VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMISSION - 

REQUEST FOR FUNDING  

 

BY: 

 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma 

 

WHEREAS, the Niagara Falls Veterans Memorial Commission wishes to honor all veterans 

and the citizens who have made the monuments possible; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Niagara Falls Veterans Memorial Commission would like to request 

funding in the amount of $3,500 for the year, to be divided over the attached 16 events. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Niagara 

Falls, New York that the City of Niagara Falls does hereby approve funding in the amount of 

$3,500.00 for the Niagara Falls Veterans Memorial Commission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Agenda Item #14 

 

RELATIVE TO CONGRATULATING THE NIAGARA FALLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION 2016 

DISTINGUISHED & EMERGING LEADER ALUMNI HONOREES   

 

BY:  

 

 Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

  

  

WHEREAS, the Niagara Falls Education Foundation will hold its 6th Annual 

Scholarship & Alumni Recognition Dinner on April 28, 2016 at Antonio’s 

Banquet & Conference Center, 7708 Niagara Falls Blvd; and   

 

WHEREAS, this event recognizes the strength of the Niagara Falls School 

District and the outstanding graduates who have made their marks in 

professional endeavors and affected their community for the better; and  

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals are the 2016 Distinguished & Emerging 

Leader Alumni honorees: 

 

Jerry Wolfgang, NFHS Class of 1955 – Distinguished Alumni 

 

Joseph “Chubby” Marinello, Sr., NFHS Class of 1960 – Distinguished Alumni 

 

Earl Bass, NFHS Class of 2006 - Emerging Leader 

  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Niagara 

Falls, New York does hereby extend its congratulations on behalf of all the 

citizens of the City of Niagara Falls.      

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #15 

RELATIVE TO WAIVER OF PARKING FEES FOR NIAGARA TOURISM AND 

CONVENTION CORPORATION’S “DAY OF APPRECIATION” EVENT   

 

BY:  

 

 Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

  

  

WHEREAS, On May 4, 2016, the Niagara Tourism and Convention Corporation (“NTCC”) 

is hosting a free event at the Conference Center recognizing the hospitality and tourism 

community employees who work in that industry in the City of Niagara Falls; and  

 

WHEREAS, this event is called a “Day of Appreciation” and will take place on May 4, 2016 

from 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.; and   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Niagara 

Falls, New York does hereby waive parking fees on May 4, 2016 for hospitality and tourism 

community employees attending the “Day of Appreciation”; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this waiver of fees for parking will apply in the City 

owned lot at Rainbow and Third Street and the surface lot at Third Street and Niagara Street 

on May 4, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  



 

 



 

 



Agenda Item #16 

 

RELATIVE TO WAIVER OF FEES FOR HYDE PARK OASIS FOR LASALLE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL  

 

 

BY:  

 

 Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

  

  

WHEREAS, the City has received a request from a Special Education teacher from the 

NFCSD to waive the fee charged by DPW for use of the Oasis to allow for a group of ninety-

six students with multiple disabilities, some of whom are in wheelchairs, and a variety of 

other 

handicapping disabilities, to picnic at the Oasis on Tuesday, June 7, 2016 from 9:30 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Niagara 

Falls, New York does hereby waive fees for the picnic planned on June 7, 2016 from 9:30 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Oasis at Hyde Park which will be attended by disabled students from 

LaSalle Preparatory School.  

 



 

 



Agenda Item #17 

 

 

RELATIVE TO REAPPOINTMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION    

 

BY:    

  

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN ANDREW TOUMA 

COUNCIL MEMBER EZRA SCOTT, JR. 

COUNCIL MEMBER KENNY TOMPKINS 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHARLES WALKER 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following individual is hereby reappointed to the City of Niagara Falls 

Municipal Civil Service Commission, effective May 31
st, 

2016, for the term expiring on the date which 

appears opposite her name:   

 

  

 REAPPOINTMENT:    TERM EXPIRES: 

 Josephine A. Tavano      05/31/2022 

 953 Lafayette Ave  

 Niagara Falls, NY  14305 

  

  

 

  

 



Agenda Item #18 

 



Agenda Item #19 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

 

 

CITY PARTICIPATION AS A CO-SPONSOR OF THE  

2016 MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the 2016 Memorial Day Parade in the City of Niagara Falls is scheduled to take place 

on Saturday, May 28, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, in prior years, the City has served as a co-sponsor of this City wide community event; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the City wishes to participate in 2016’s Memorial Day Parade as a co-sponsor and 

contribute certain “in kind” services to this event. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this City Council hereby declares the City to be a 

co-sponsor of the 2016 Memorial Day Parade; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City contribute to the Memorial Day Parade the necessary 

support from the Niagara Falls Police Department, the Niagara Falls Fire Department, and the Department of 

Parks and Public Works as may be required; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City make its bandstand available for the parade event as 

may be reasonably required by organizers of the 2016 Memorial Day Parade event.  



Agenda Item #20 

 

Council Chairman Andrew Touma  

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Ezra P. Scott, Jr. 

Council Member Kenny Tompkins 

Council Member Charles Walker 

 

 

DEDICATION OF PUBLIC ROADWAY AREAS AND CORRESPONDING AMENDMENT OF 

THE CITY OFFICIAL MAP 

 

 

 WHEREAS, this City Council received a memorandum from City Administrator 

Donna D. Owens dated March 11, 2016 requesting that the City Council dedicate 

as public roadway areas for vehicular and pedestrian access from First Street 

to a parcel of City owned property under contract (the “Property”) to be sold 

to the owner of the Sheraton Hotel which also connects to the Property in a 

westerly direction from Third Street; and 

 WHEREAS, a copy of the memorandum from the City Administrator to the City 

Council without Exhibits is attached hereto together with legal descriptions of 

the areas to be dedicated as public roadways; as well as a survey showing the 

same; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 81-e of the City Charter, any such change in 

the official map of the City showing streets must first be the subject of a 

public hearing held on at least ten (10) days notice which shall be given by 

publication in the official newspaper of the City and shall also be subject to 

a report by the Planning Board; and  

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board reviewed this matter and recommended approval 

of the dedicated public roadway areas during its meeting held on April 13, 

2016.  A copy of the Planning Board recommendation is attached hereto. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, this City Council does hereby direct that a public 

hearing be held during the regularly scheduled City Council meeting at 6:00 

p.m. on May 16, 2016, the subject of which shall be the dedication of these 

areas as public roadways as well as corresponding changes to the official map 

of the City and that notice of such public hearing be published in the Niagara 

Gazette no later than May 5, 2016. 
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